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CARITAS

FAMILY SOLUTIONS





If our Agency facilitated your adoption, we have your records and can assist you with the Search & Reunion process.

The Search & Reunion process for birth parents and Adoptees completes the adoption life cycle.  Although not everyone desires to be reunited, many choose to search for the following reasons: 

· To learn of family heritage

· To attain updated family medical history not received at birth 

· To bring closure to unanswered questions

· To resolve issues of loss and grief

· To extend family and create positive relationships

Caritas adoption department can offer guidance and support from skilled social workers to help you understand the type of information and services available, including:
Get Started 
Background Information (non-identifying information)

The amount of non-identifying social and medical background information available in records varies depending on the era in which the adoption was planned.
A background report can be requested by an adopted person aged 18 or older, an adult child (21 or older) of a deceased adopted person, a spouse of a deceased adopted person with a minor child, adoptive parents, a birth parent, a sibling (21 or older) of a deceased birth parent and a birth sibling (21 or older) of a person that was adopted where the common birth parent is deceased.


A Background Report that includes non-identifying information costs $150. 
Names and other identifying information about birth parents may be available on the Original Birth Certificate. For Illinois births, visit OBC or call 877-323-5299 to learn more. For other states, contact the state’s adoption department.
Contacting Birth Relatives

An Adoption Registry allows for the exchange of Identifying Information between adopted people and birth parents.  To register with The Illinois Adoption Registry and Medical Information Exchange.  Caritas is required to receive the registration before proceeding forward with the exchange of identifying information.  
Caritas offers Search and Connection Services ($250) for adoptions we facilitated. Guidance is provided to help manage expectations, explore possible outcomes, navigate the process and experience of connecting, and support developing relationships.  

For other options, visit the Confidential Intermediary Service of Illinois or call 847-298-9096 to learn about the State of Illinois search program.
Birth Certificates

For Illinois births, a non-certified copy of the Original Birth Certificate may be requested from the Illinois Department of Public Health. To be eligible, you must be an adopted person aged 21 or older, an adult child (21 or older) of a deceased adopted person, or a birth parent. For non-Illinois births, contact the state’s adoption department to determine eligibility.
For Illinois births, the legal birth certificate may be requested from the Illinois Department of Public Health, Division of Vital Records. For non-Illinois births, contact the birth state’s vital records department. If that state is unable to locate your legal birth certificate, contact IARMIE at 877-323-5299 for assistance.
Fee Agreement
NON-IDENTIFYING Background Report - $150 (initial if interested in this service):_____________
All non-identifying background and medical information found in the agency.
file that you are legally entitled to receive.  This information will be compiled from computer and hard copy files.  It will either be in narrative form or consist of documents copied directly from your adoption file.  
SEARCH/REUNION -$250 (initial if interested in this service):_____________
All searching is done on a time available basis, with no guarantee that your birth family will be located.  All legal resources will be utilized for the search.    
Total Due to Agency:_________________________

Payment type (circle): check or credit card
I understand that a fee will be charged for service provided by Caritas Family Solutions.  I agree to submit the appropriate amount required.  I further understand that there will be no refund regardless of the outcome of my search.

Name ______________________ Phone numbers___________________

Address ____________________________________________________

                              Street             City              State                     Zip Code

Signature and Date____________________________________________                                   
