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Dear Friends of Caritas,

� is is the ninth year for our Gala, which has proven to be a 
signifi cant opportunity to raise funds, make friends, and educate many 
on Caritas’s essential services in communities all across Southern Illinois. 
Sadly, we could not host our 2022 Gala in person for the second year 
in a row due to the pandemic. We appreciate your attendance and thank 
you for your generosity to those of you who tuned into our virtual 
broadcast. Your participation helps us continue to make a diff erence 
in the lives of thousands!

Tonight, you will learn about many of Caritas’ programs through 
testimonials. We believe you will be inspired by the success stories 
of our clients and staff . As you might expect, our fundraising eff orts 
have been impacted over the past two years, so we have once again 
directed all donations from the Fund-A-Need to general operations. 
If you were unable to give during the virtual Gala, we invite you to 
visit https://caritasfamilysolutions.org/donate/ to give a gift that leaves 
a lasting legacy! � ank you for your support!

Enjoy!

Gary Huelsmann, MSW   Dr. Julie Pietroburgo
Chief Executive Offi  cer  Board Chairperson

618.226.5037
1911 E Edwardsville Road

Wood River, IL 62095

federicokia.com
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

Rene Knott
Guest Speaker and KSDK News Anchor

Rene Knott joined KSDK-TV as Sports Director in 
January of 2004. Knott is currently a co-anchor for the 
Today In St. Louis morning show, along with Allie Corey. He also enjoys 
covering St. Louis’ high school and professional sports teams. He anchors the 
station’s local sports programming, including � is Week in Cardinals Nation, 
and specials like � e Heart of St. Louis Sports. He has also reported from the 
2004 Olympic Games in Athens, Greece, the 2012 Olympic Games 
in London, and the 2018 Winter Olympics in South Korea.

Knott takes great pride living in St. Louis. He has emceed the 
St. Louis American’s Salute to Excellence in Healthcare, presented Woodie 
Awards for the St. Louis Black Repertory Company and kicked off  a literacy 
campaign by reading to children. Knott also provides feature stories about 
children in the foster care system for NewsChannel 5’s A Place to Call Home.

Prior to joining KSDK, Knott worked at WJLA in Washington D.C. as 
the weekday sports anchor. He won an Emmy for best sportscaster in the 
Washington-Baltimore area in 1997 and again in 2000.

January of 2004. Knott is currently a co-anchor for the 

Brooke Schlyer
Master of Ceremonies and WSIL-TV News Anchor

Brooke Schlyer is the weekend evening anchor and morning LIVE 
reporter at WSIL. She joined the station in 2018, which airs in southern 
Illinois, western Kentucky, and southeast Missouri. 

Brooke is passionate about reporting on events impacting the 
community - from fundraisers for a local child battling cancer to sharing 
untold stories from local veterans about their military experience. Brooke 
is most proud of being the Illinois VFW’s Media Personality of the Year 
in 2019. 

Her aunt adopted a trio of siblings from foster care, so she understands 
the challenges and most importantly, the rewards that come along with 
doing so. One of the children adopted shares Brooke’s birthday and the 
other shares her sister’s birthday, a sign it was meant to be!” 
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Junior Service Club of St. Clair County 
We are proud to honor the volunteerism and dedication Junior 
Service Club of St. Clair County has shown to Caritas Family 
Solutions and the entire community. Each year, Caritas recognizes an 
individual or organization who has exemplifi ed the agency’s mission 
and values of Collaboration, Equity, Faith, Respect and Integrity 
through their service and contributions. 

JSC Members have helped make our spaces beautiful, grow healthy 
and hearty fruits and vegetables, raise much-needed funds, and most 
importantly, create special memories with those we serve. Some 
highlights include hosting a prom for residents of our CILA program, 
grilling and having a water balloon fi ght with our youth at St. John 
Bosco Children’s Center, planting enough vegetables and fruits in 
the Caritas Garden for a harvest big enough to share with the local 
food pantries and helping bring the magic of Christmas to thousands 
of youths in foster care. While these simple acts of kindness may 
be merely a moment in time for a JSC member, they are a lasting 
memory for those that we serve.  

� e Caritas Family Solutions Heart & Soul Award is 
presented each year at the Heart & Soul Gala in recognition 
of an individual or organization who, through their service 
and contributions, have exemplifi ed the mission, vision and 
values of the agency.

Heart and Soul Award Winner

DISCIPLINE CONSISTENCY RESULTS

At Kennedy we place a high priority 
on giving back to our local 

community and are committed to 
making an impact. We are honored 
to support Caritas Family Solutions 

and their mission of making our 
community stronger.

10829 Olive Boulevard, St. Louis, Missouri  63141

www.kennedycapital.com

(800) 859-5462
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PRESENTING SPONSOR
Federico KIA

PLATINUM
Kennedy Capital

GOLD

CARITAS SOCIETY

PATRON
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Barbara & Jim Calandro 

Cardinal Buick GMC

Contegra Construction Co. LLC 

Edward Jones  

Performance Roofi ng, Inc. 

� e Gori Law Firm 

� ompson Coburn, LLP 

Dave and Jill Wenzel 

Associated Bank 

Jim’s Formal Wear 

Sandra Haas & 
Paul Kersens 

Mutual of America 
Life Insurance Co. 

Pat, Dale & 
Alexandra Vecchio 

Bank of Belleville

Gary & Christine Huelsmann 

Imming Insurance Agency 

KPMG 

Rob & Julie Pietroburgo 

Walton Telken, LLC 

Evans Facility Consultants  

Furchild, LLC 

Kalmer Memorial 
Services  

Keim Family Chiropractic 

Merrill Lynch – Tim Warner, 
Financial Advisor 

Kevin Morton
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� e Caritas Society recognizes donors who are committed to helping 
people live more emotionally safe and healthy lives by donating an 
annual gift of $1,000 or more within a calendar year. � ese leadership 
gifts ensure that, no matter the state of the economy or how severe 
cutbacks are in the state and federal funding, no one will be turned 
away from receiving services that are critical to their wellbeing. 

Contact our team to join today: outreach@caritasfamily.org.

Thank You to Our Generous Sponsors

to all our Caritas 
Society Members! 

Thank you 



jim and barbara calandro
Platinum Sponsor

“No one should seek their own good,
but the good of others”

- 1 Corinthians 10:24

As longtime supporters of

we hope you will join us in

supporting the many wonderful

programs of the agency for

the good of others.
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At Contegra, we recognize the importance 
of strengthening our community and 

improving the lives of those who live and 
work in the areas where we build.

We are proud to support 
Caritas Family Solutions’ 

Heart & Soul Gala.

618.931.3500 | contegracc.com MEMBER SIPC
CEA-12039-B EXP 01 MAR 2023  

© 2021  EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P.   
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Investing in our community 
pays off for everyone. 
Our ongoing commitment to Caritas Family Solutions is 
an extension of our bigger purpose. At Edward Jones, 
we partner for positive impact to improve the lives 
of our clients and colleagues, and together, better our 
communities and society.  
Learn more at edwardjones.com/deeplyinvested.
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• Residential & Commercial
• Shingles & Flat Roofs
• Rubber Membrane
• Replacements & Repairs
• Preventative Maintenance

• Inspections
• Guttering
•	 Siding	&	Soffit
• White T.P.O.

Call Today for a FREE Replacement Estimate!

(314) 487-3028
www.per formance-roofing.com

4693	Baumgartner	Road	•	St.	Louis,	MO	63129

Celebrating

45 Years

QUALIF IED LEGAL OUTREACH YOU CAN TRUST

ST. LOUIS AREA
618-659-9833
TOLL-FREE NATIONWIDE
877-456-5419

The Gori Law Firm is Proud 
to Support the 9th Annual Caritas 
Family Solutions’ Heart & Soul Gala

Today, with nearly 200 employees and offices nationwide, The Gori Law 
Firm team has recovered more than $3 billion for victims and their 
families in cases involving high stakes and complex topics.

We work closely with our clients, providing the resources and support 
needed during a difficult time.  

COMPLEX CASES MADE EASY

Asbestos Litigation
Personal Injury
Commercial Litigation
Medical Malpractice
Pharmaceutical Litigation
Real Estate Law
Workers’ Compensation
Municipal Law

OOuurr lliisstt ooff pprraaccttiiccee
aarreeaass iinncclluuddee::

www.GoriLaw.com

CALL US FROM ANYWHERE IN THE U.S. FOR A
FREE CASE EVALUATION .
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thompsoncoburn.com

The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and should not be based solely upon advertisements.

Thompson Coburn LLP and partners  

Cathie Schroeder, Chuck Poplstein and  

Krissa Lubben are proud to support the  

2022 Caritas Family Solutions Gala

Dave and Jill Wenzel
Platinum Sponsor

At the end of life,

what really matters is not what we 

bought but what we built;

not what we got but what we shared; 

not our competence but our character;

and not our success, but our

significance. Live a life that matters.

Live a life of love.
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Alton   |   Chicago   |   Los Angeles   |   New York   |   San Francisco   |   St. Louis

One Court Street, Alton, Illinois 62002   |   618-259-2222   |   simmonsfirm.com

Proud to support

Caritas Family Solutions and its 
9th annual Heart & Soul Gala

Since 2004, the SHC Foundation has 
donated more than $1 million and 
countless hours to charitable organizations 
throughout the Riverbend and St. Louis 
metropolitan area. 

We are proud to support Caritas Family 
Solutions and the difference it makes in 
the lives of individuals, children, and 
families all across Southern Illinois. 

CARITAS HEART & SOUL GALA 2022 

PROUD TO SUPPORT

Member FDIC. (01/22) P05658

AssociatedBank.com

1918



We’re honored to support the work of Caritas Family 
Solutions in showing people the path to a brighter future.   

Mutual of America Financial Group is proud to 
sponsor the 2022 Heart & Soul Annual Gala.

Stronger families help 
build stronger, more 
vibrant communities. 

Securities offered by Mutual of America Securities LLC, Member FINRA/SIPC. 
Insurance products are issued by Mutual of America Life Insurance Company, 
320 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10022-6839. 
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Sandy Haas and Paul Kersens
Gold Sponsor

In loving memory of our son,

Michael A. Haas

Our hope is that the 9th Annual 
Heart & Soul Gala is the most 
successful to date, enabling Caritas 
Family Solutions to continue to 
provide the services so 
desperately needed by the many 
children, adults and families we 
service in the communities of 
Southern Illinois.

Thank you for continuing to make a 
positive difference in the lives of so 
many individuals and families in our 
surrounding communities.

Pat, Dale and Alexandra Vecchio
                 



BankofBelleville.com • 215 South Illinois St. Belleville, IL 62220

PROUDLY SUPPORTING

Making a 
Difference.
One Relationship 
at a Time.
Our commitment to client and 
community service is at the 
heart of everything we do.

Gary and Christine Huelsmann

Caritas Society Sponsor

support Caritas Family Solutions commitment
“…to promoting a just and caring society

reflective of God’s love.”
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BellevilleMainStreet.net  •  bms@bellevillechamber.org

ST. PATRICK’S DAY 5K RUN &
BLOCK PARTY
Saturday, March 12

DIVA’S NIGHT OUT
5 - 8 p.m., Third Thursday April - December 

HOMEBREW & MUSIC WALK
3 - 7 p.m., Saturday, April 23 

FARMERS MARKET
May - October 

DOWNTOWN DATE NIGHT
May 7, August 27 & November 19 

CRAFT BEER WALK
3 - 7 p.m., Saturday, June 25

ART & WINE WALK
3 - 7 p.m., Saturday, November 5

CHRISTMAS COOKIE STROLL
9 a.m. - 3 p.m., Saturday, December 10

Enjoy local restaurants, bars, 
entertainment, unique shopping 

and events year-round!

BELLEVILLE
MAIN STREET EVENTS

23

Evans Facility Consultants
Office Furniture

New - Used – Space Planning
314-374-6824

www.evansfacilityconsultants.com
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KPMG is proud to support Caritas Family Solutions for their outstanding service and 
dedication to families and individuals. We share your commitment to caring and appreciate 
all that you do to make a difference in the lives of others in our community.

kpmg.com

Caring. 
It’s our business too.

© 2020 KPMG LLP, a Delaware limited liability partnership and the U.S. member firm of the KPMG network of independent member firms 
affiliated with KPMG International Cooperative (“KPMG International”), a Swiss entity. NDPP057557

Julie and Rob Pietroburgo
Caritas Society Sponsor

Thank you Caritas Family Solutions for all you do
in support of healthy relationships,

loving homes and strong communities.

 
www.waltontelken.com 

We hope you have a great time tonight 
while supporting CARITAS! 

 
Concentrating on Personal Injury, Work Injury, and Wrongful Death Cases 
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Belinda Burnworth 
Bob Hoff  

Daniele Federico Matysik 
Julie Pietroburgo 

Jason Powell 
Chris Rollins 

Angela Sabella  
Ann Schmidt 

Cathie Schroeder 
Pat Mayberry Vecchio 

Jill Wenzel 

Alexis Appleby

Hailey Emerick

Daniel Federico Matysik

Nicholas Garzia

Loretta Graham

Kevin A. Green, Esq.

Susan Hoff 

Joe Kalmer

Sean Ketcherside

Gregg Korte

Dr. David P. LeBeau

Susan O’Malley

Ann Effi  nger Meuleman

Jason Powell

Julie Reed Erickson

Niraj Shah

Pat Mayberry Vecchio

GALA COMMITTEE

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Dr. Julie Pietroburgo, Chair

Lisa McQuade, Vice Chair

Percy Menzies, Secretary

Roy Whitley, Treasurer

Special Thank You

Thank You
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TO OUR STAFF. 

YOU ARE

invaluable
TO WHAT

WE DO.
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OUR MISSION
To strengthen the social and  emotional 
well-being of individuals  and families 

in order to create  healthy relationships, 
loving homes,  and strong communities.

OUR VISION
To be the premier human services 

 organization committed to promoting  
a just and caring society reflective  

of God’s love.

OUR VALUES
Respect • Innovation • Equity

Faith • Integrity • Accountability
Collaboration

BY THE NUMBERS
MILLION
FY 2021 Revenue

$37
MILLION
FY 2022 Budget

$43
58 Counties

Served

500+ Employees

6,113 Clients
Served

10% Administration

90% Programs

PROGRAM STATISTICS

2021 FACT SHEET

Healthy relationships, loving homes and strong communities.

Foster Care
2,393  children & 
their families served
588,473 days in care

Adoption
203 foster

care adoptions

Clinical Services
4,569  counseling

hours provided

Community Integrated
Living Arrangements (CILA)

24 developmentally disabled adults served

St. John Bosco
Children’s Center
54 children served
13,485 days in care

Senior Community
Service Employment

Program (SCSEP)
70 host agencies worked with

92  participants

Fontebella
Maternity Home
5 babies served
11 mothers served

Intact Family
Program
444 clients served

Fox River Assisted
Living Apartments

37 residents

29
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Instructions for Mobile Bidding
STEP 1: DOWNLOAD THE HANDBID APP
APP If you have an iPhone or Android, you can download the Handbid 
app from the Apple iTunes App Store or the Google Play store. Please 
note, we strongly recommend you “Accept notifi cations from this app” 
when you open it and join an auction. � is will allow you to get push 
notifi cations for “Outbid” messages during the auction.

STEP 2: TAP GET STARTED & CREATE ACCOUNT
From the App home screen, tap on GET STARTED to complete the 
information (please use your cell phone as the phone number). Tap 
NEXT so Handbid can text you a 5-digit code. Enter this code to log in.

STEP 3: SELECT AUCTION FROM LIST & START BIDDING
Search “Heart & Soul Gala 2022” from the list of auctions and swipe 
left to enter the auction. When you see “Do you intend to bid in this 
auction or are you just browsing,” click REGISTER. Click ENABLE 
NOTIFICATIONS (or skip), then click LET’S GET BIDDING! 

TIPS
Whether you are bidding online or in the Handbid App, here are some 
easy tips to help:

• ACCESSING ITEMS: Swipe left/right to access categories and up/
down to access items. 

• MAX BID: Th is is the max you are willing to spend for an item. 
Handbid will automatically bid for you until you reach your max. 
Set a max bid and enjoy your evening! 

• NOTIFICATIONS: If you have downloaded the Handbid App and 
accepted push notifi cations, you will be notifi ed when you are outbid 
on an item. If you don’t have the app, you will receive text messages 
from Handbid.

• DASHBOARD: Monitor what you are currently winning and losing on 
the Dashboard screen in your app or online. Select the menu (top left) 
for profi le, alerts, and invoices. 

CHECKOUT
When you’ve won an item, the item will automatically go from the 
winning section on your dashboard to the purchased section. All items 
won will also be loaded to your invoices, found under the drop-down 
menu in the top left corner of your screen. Select the UNPAID tab and 
then click MAKE A PAYMENT. You can use the credit card saved on 
fi le when you registered or add an additional debit/credit card.

� e auction will run from Friday, January 21 until Saturday, 
February 5 at 8:00p.m. CST. Once the auction closes, the winners 
will be notifi ed. All winners are welcome to pick up their items 
at Caritas Family Solutions Headquarters Offi  ce located at 
8601 W. Main St., Belleville, IL 62223 starting Monday, February 7 
until Friday, February 18 between 8:30a.m.-4:30p.m. Please pay your 
invoice prior to pick-up and have a copy of your paid invoice ready 
to confi rm your items along with a photo ID. If you are not local to 
the area and choose to have your item shipped, please contact 
carly.jones@caritasfamily.org. Shipping will only be available within 
the 48 contiguous United States. If you choose to have your item(s) 
shipped, an additional invoice will be emailed to you for immediate 
payment of the added shipping cost. Some items contain alcohol. 
Any item containing alcohol will be shipped to a third-party location 
where a valid ID identifying appropriate age will be required to retrieve 
the item. Please contact Carly Jones at carly.jones@caritasfamily.org or 
618-213-8746 with any additional questions.

� ank you so much for your support of Caritas Family Solutions 
at the Heart & Soul Annual Gala!   
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• Games to Accommodate ALL Physical Abilities 
• Entertainment • Delicious Food • Silent Auction • Great Prizes

Join us at Be a Kid for a Night, 
and celebrate your inner child while raising 

awareness and funds for Caritas Family Solutions. 

Save the Date • October 15, 2022
Gateway Convention Center, Collinsville, IL

Save
the

Date
10thAnniversary
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2023

Annual Gala 2023

Save
the

Date


