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Because of the generosity and commitment from many in the community, in 2016 the Focus on Kids
Campaign met its $200,000 goal to renovate one wing at St. John Bosco Children’s Center, the agency’s
residential treatment center for abused and neglected children. The facility that was once an old, sterilelooking nursing home is now a warm, colorful home to nearly 30 children.
“Kids were terrified when they arrived,” recalls Ramona McNamee, a Residential Treatment Specialist at St.
John Bosco Children’s Center for the past 22 years. “Children would come in to the center after being
removed from their home and stare at their new room in fear; now they’re excited. They see a bright, colorful
room decorated with Spiderman or Batman and they are happy to have a nice room all to themselves. Most of
these kids don’t come from a home where they have that luxury.” Ramona has also noticed a change in
behavior from the children since the renovations. “Before renovations many children asked staff to sit outside
their door while they slept because they were scared. Now very few children ask for that, and when they do
it’s typically because they are new to the center. They aren’t scared anymore because it feels more like a
home to them,” Ramona said.
Former employee and volunteer, Sandy Anderson (pictured at left attending an Open
House reception) was overwhelmed seeing the newly renovated facility. Sandy began
working at St. John Bosco in 1992 when it was operated out of a house in downtown
Belleville. “I was in awe to see how much the Center has improved. I stood in the
middle of the hall and thought, ‘this is so peaceful.’ The idea of making the
hallways and bedrooms look like a neighborhood made it feel like a small
community,” Sandy said. When Sandy left her position in 1994, she began
making contributions that she continues to this day. “I felt bad about not being
physically there and I wanted to help the children in some way, so I began
writing checks,” she said. Sandy is now a member of our monthly giving
program through electronic funds transfer. By giving monthly, Sandy is part of
a group of people who play an important role in the growth and continued
development of St. John Bosco Children’s Center and other programs and
services offered through Caritas Family Solutions.
The contributions from donors through the Focus on Kids Campaign have built
a legacy that will last far into the future. Children who come into our care
frightened from the trauma they have endured now have a warm therapeutic
environment that feels like home. Heartfelt appreciation is extended to those
who have helped make the campaign successful.
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“You never know who
will walk into your lives.”
Tim and Leah Ziegler of Valmeyer have been foster parents for
seven years. Throughout this time, they have opened their home
and hearts to ten children and adopted two: Tyler, 6 and John, 4.
The Ziegler’s believe in helping children in their own backyard so
when it came to expanding their family the answer was obvious.
“Our favorite thing about fostering is knowing that we helped the
children and their family when they needed us. We have worked
with families that have been reunited, and have met many amazing people
during our time as foster parents,” Leah said. Foster parents are vital to our
agency and to the children in our communities. If you have considered foster
parenting please contact Mary Savage for more information at 618.258.8750.
“You can do it,” Tim said. “Yes, it can be challenging, but it’s worth the
emotional ups and downs. You never know who will walk into your lives.”

Grant funding adds ﬁnance
component to Parenting Classes
Children thrive when they are able to live in a stable environment with their parents. Unfortunately, life’s
unexpected storms can result in children needing a temporary place to call home while their parents receive
the tools and education they need to build a stronger foundation for their family. In an effort to unite the family,
Caritas Family Solutions offers a 12-week parenting program designed to equip birth parents with the skills
necessary to successfully parent their child once they regain custody. Throughout the program, parents work
on understanding themselves and their child, building their child’s self-esteem and dealing with anger as it
relates to stress.
Wells Fargo Foundation understands the importance of building stronger families within the community.
Last year the Foundation awarded Caritas Family Solutions a grant that allows an extra week of financial
training to be added to the parenting program.
“At Wells Fargo Advisors we strive to promote the long-term
economic prosperity and quality of life for everyone in our
communities. Through our charitable donation to Caritas Family
Solutions we are able to continue to further the mission for
advancement of quality of life for members of our community.” –
Courtney Hemmer, Community Relations, Wells Fargo Advisors

Through the extra week of financial training, parents will
strengthen their understanding of spending smart, building credit
and savings using the “Hands on Banking” resources provided by
Wells Fargo Foundation. Financial education is an important
factor in building a strong family foundation. Without the
knowledge of finances, parents may not be able to provide the
basic needs for their children in order for them to thrive. Thank
you Wells Fargo Foundation for partnering with us to build wellbeing for families.
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Celebrating 70 years
of services to people
in Southern Illinois
Above: Artwork used in a 1954 appeal brochure.

On July 31, 1947, a humble organization serving needy children and families in the Catholic Diocese of
Belleville was incorporated as a full-fledged non-profit social services agency, poised for growth to meet the
demands in local communities all across Southern Illinois. 70 years later, through many name changes and
now an independent, non-denominational charitable organization, that agency is known as Caritas Family
Solutions, still growing to meet the ever-increasing demands of modern life.
Throughout 2017, we will be remembering and celebrating the lives we have
impacted, the selfless staff who built a solid foundation, and the milestones we’ve
reached over the past 70 years. For more details about our history, visit
caritasfamilysolutions.org/ about. If you have a story you’d like to share, please
contact Laurie Lindauer at 618-213-8713.

From the agency archives

Above: Cahokia family receives special recognition in
1966 for adopting two children of Asian descent.
Above: “Foster care is a family endeavor which requires
cooperation from every member of the family. As in any
typical large family, the older children, natural and foster,
sometimes are recruited to babysit for their little brothers
and sisters.” (Photo and story by Stan Koniesczny,
courtesy of The Messenger, October 1979.)

Mission Statement

“As a visible expression of God’s loving community
and consistent with the example of Jesus Christ,
Caritas Family Solutions provides direct services
to persons of all backgrounds with social and emotional
needs across the continuum of life.”
Above: Former Belleville office dedication in 1990.
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Financial Summary for ﬁscal year ending June 30, 2016
Public Support and Revenue:
Grants and Contracts
Program Service Fees
Contributions
Fundraising Events
Investment Income
Miscellaneous Income
Rental Income, net of expenses
Net assets released from restrictions

2014
$13,303,405
$997,684
$193,946
$165,837
$28,265
$25,317
$23,765
$55,777

2015
$13,080,101
$1,215,009
$211,525
$139,605
$8,429
$3,744
$26,100
$55,777

2016
$13,781,452
$1,452,734
$512,394
$204,688
$7,561
$5,315
$21,513
$53,173

Total Support & Revenue
Expenses:
Program Services:
Foster Care
Residential Treatment
CILA (started January 2014)
Senior Employment
Adoption, Counseling and Other
St. John’s Daycare (closed April 2014)
Fox River Apartments
Management and General

$14,738,219

$14,740,290

$16,038,830

$10,063,551
$1,609,314
$27,891
$402,448
$432,155
$215,495
$378,370
$1,525,772

$9,576,077
$1,713,831
$437,936
$449,373
$472,541
$377,780
$1,694,194

$10,388,854
$1,622,592
$719,037
$346,192
$396,393
$383,706
$1,879,967

Total Expenses
Change in Temporarily
Restricted Net Assets
Change in Net Assets

$14,654,996

$14,721,732

$15,736,741

$83,223

($2,604)
$15,954

$143,274
$445,363

$713,686
$611,412

$455,879
$1,198,447
$75,046
$591,456
$216,283
$2,600,111

Assets:
Cash
Accounts Receivable DCFS
Certificate of Deposit
Investments
Prepaid Expenses
Total Current Assets

$528,495
$226,325
$2,079,918

$566,999
$906,088
—
$535,948
$184,620
$2,193,655

Property and Equipment (Net)

$1,586,834

$3,678,860

$4,625,962

Total Assets
Liabilities and Net Assets:
Current Maturities of Notes Payable
Line of Credit
Accounts Payable
Accrued Compensation and Vacation
Accrued property taxes
Other Accrued Liabilities
Reimbursable Excess Revenue-DCFS
Prepaid rents received
Deferred revenue
Notes Payable, less current maturities
Net Assets: Unrestricted
Net Assets: Temporarily Restricted

$3,666,752

$5,872,515

$7,226,073

$180,530
$441,608
$527,147
$85,912
$45,664
$910,559
$1,419,555
$55,777

$315,835
$274,000
$438,162
$557,585
$8,703
$55,173
$45,664
$2,687,107
$1,438,113
$53,173

$328,295
$533,107
$749,934
$19,179
$55,389
$45,664
$8,699
$48,213
$3,500,944
$1,740,202
$196,447

Total Liabilities and Net Assets

$3,666,752

$5,872,515

$7,226,073

Keep Your Legacy Alive –
Make Caritas Family
Solutions a Part of
Your Estate Plan
By naming Caritas Family
Solutions in your estate plan,
your gift will make a positive
difference in the lives of more
than 4,400 children and
families each year.
For more information,
contact Judy Woodruff,
Chief Development Officer
at 618-213-8703 or
judy.woodruff@caritasfamily.org.

To view our complete audited financials for FY2016, please visit
caritasfamilysolutions.org/about/financials
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Message from the
Chief Executive Officer and Board Chair

Gary Huelsmann
CEO

Matt Rakers
Board Chair

2016 was certainly an exciting year, even before the election season was in
full swing! Despite challenges from the State of Illinois budget crisis, and
construction setbacks on our renovation project at St. John Bosco Children’s
Center, we closed the fiscal year on a positive note and we were able to
serve a record number of individuals, families and caregivers throughout
Southern Illinois. As smaller agencies were forced to close their doors, our
size and strength helped us to weather the storms of budget woes and
continue to be a social and emotional safety net for those who need one. We
continue to advocate at the state level for all social service agencies and
hope that you too will communicate with your state legislators regarding
budget issues and how your tax dollars are spent.
The first newly renovated wing at St. John Bosco Children’s Center in
Belleville officially opened for occupancy in January 2016 and the impact on
the children was evident from the start. Feeling more comfortable and homelike, the center allowed the children to sleep better and inspired faster
improvement in their behavior. Final renovations were completed late in
2016 and today the center can accommodate up to 30 children who have
been severely traumatized and in need of a temporary therapeutic
environment in which to heal.
Also in 2016, we purchased a third home for our Community Integrated Living
Arrangement (CILA) program and opened our fourth CILA in a rented home.
We are now able to house 16 developmentally disabled adults and provide an
independent-living experience for them to grow and thrive in the community
rather than in an institution.

FY 2016 Board
of Directors
Matt Rakers, Chair
John Slosar, Jr., Vice-Chair
Erin Prest, Treasurer
Jill Wenzel, Secretary
Barbara Calandro
Mark Cruse
Jeff Hemker
Jerilee Hopkins
Vikas Kaveti
Lissa Johnson
Sherry Meadows
Julie Reed
John Reichert
Steve Telken
Fr. David Uribe, OMI
Simone Wheeler
Ella York

The spring of 2016 brought us record numbers of children in foster care,
which continues to this day. Because of this, our staff has grown accordingly,
and the need for additional foster homes is also a consistent challenge. A
new three-year strategic plan addresses several infrastructure needs to
accommodate all of our recent growth and expansion.
These expansion initiatives as well as many others would not have been
possible without the generous community support we humbly received in
2016. From increased volunteerism and individual giving to foundation grants
and corporate sponsorships, we have been able to build a strong foundation
that others can rely on when the going is tough. Our partnerships with you
and others like you contribute greatly to that strength; it is only together that
we can provide solutions that families need to face the challenges created by
our modern world.
Know that we are truly grateful for your support.
Sincerely,

Gary Huelsmann, MSW
Chief Executive Officer

Matt Rakers, Chair
Board of Directors

Chief Executive Officer
Gary Huelsmann, MSW
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THANK YOU!
We are better today because of YOU!
To volunteer, contact Carly Jones at 618-213-8716 or carly.jones@caritasfamily.org.
To learn more and/or to make a donation, go to caritasfamilysolutions.org.

Follow us!

